EVOLUTION OF THE 'HOOF-LINE’

By David Farmilo, Accredited Master Farrier, Oakbank South Australia
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My name is David Farmilo, | have beentimes gone by often show incorrectall the principles of horseshoeing which |
shoeing horses for 50 years this year, andoof/pastern  angles, with  artistsstill use to this day, yet he told me none of
in the 1990's | spent 8 years as Heagresumably sculpting or painting what theythe reasons as to why those principles were
Farrier for Lindsay Park Stud (then one ofsaw. As there were no radiographs anbrmulated.

Australia’s most successful racing stables)video equipment, the old timers had to rely .
Nowadays | specialise irglJ hoof)gn anatomy, intuition and results. The't took me probably.35 years to reaI|s<_a that
reconstruction and shoeing formethod of achieving a parallel my method of shoeing a horse to achieve a
performance, and | travel Australiahoof/pastern angle has been the topic cﬁara!IeI hoofﬁag,terr;_aﬂglle ]:/vas dba;ed on a
teaching trimming and shoeing to thegreat debate, argument and discours irfizljlftorqz;fh toWotIr?ers asognnostlz)f\\j\?rgt
ringers on outback cattle stations, as welnhvolving anatomy, biomechanics, physics,l did was instinctive. When you think about
as running courses for horse owners t@hysiology and radiography as the scienc :

; . el% the farrier knows what is a desirable end
’ hav van . ' . .
learn to trim their own horses’hooves. ave advanced result, but how does he achieve it? Good

After 50 years of shoeing | tell people Customers ask me if there are simple booksvaluation, good judgement, a good eye
attending my hoof care courses that | anto explain horseshoeing, and | have to sagind the ability to estimate accurately how
still learning — and | really do meanit. ~ ‘No.” There are veterinary books onmuch hoof to remove are all part of the
shoeing, complex books and articles orattributes of being a good farrier.

anatomy and bio-mechanics, new method

and fads publicised that come and go, NeY could work backwards from the perfectly

and scientific methpds on measuring ar%alanced hoof to teach others how to
developed, but farriers differ vastly on the

L correctly balance a hoof without them
definitively correct method to balance 8 ecessarilv having all the atiributes
hoof. There are still lots of problems out y 9

there — | have a website and | hear frommentloned. | felt that there had to be an

people in every country with the same old>2sy Way to balance the hoof without

. necessarily having anatomical or
problems — lame horses, back pain, long. 4
. biomechanical knowledge and also to be
toes and Seedy Toe. Nowadays, shoei

. . "Sole to teach this to others. This meant
techniques and resolution of hoof problems

: . Searching for a method that relied on
vary widely between farriers, between o .
L external guidelines rather than internal
veterinarians, and also between each oth(—i(r
N ) howledge.
: often resulting in confusion for the horse
Checking the balance with HOOF-LINE. owner. Published reference pointMy principles of horseshoeing have always
measurements are only ever stated dseen that when the hoof is correctly
‘about’ or ‘approximately’. balanced, the front of the hoof wall is

Why is it that so much has been written o i i i parallel_ with t_he pgstern angle, the hoof
y Nn the farriers working day, theoretical shape is a mirror image of the coronary

farriery, over hundreds of years, yet non&nowledge needs to be able to be easil ,

f themrealy anser he quesion Hotansposed o woring knowldge. In abo ot neote 12 I 0 00T Y
do we correctly balance a hoof.” While anworld where ‘time is money,” farriers need j .. " o Lo hina Station nearl
enormous amount of literature has beero be able to shoe a number of horses P& vears ago, and tghis has alwavs been rx
published by highly qualified people onday using a reliable method to produce g Vo> “p HL TH2 T ATES P
horse shoeing techniquéiorse shoeing predictable and satisfactory outcome forcustomérs didn't have gait problems, |
beliefs, preferences and trendsd hoof both horse and owner. The number of timeSaver used any specialised horsesr,loes
and leg anatomy, a lot of this is toothe hoof is picked up needs to be
technical for the average horse owner, isninimised, the accuracy of achieving a
open to misinterpretation by farriers andcorrect hoof/pastern angle needs to be
can be ambiguous to the uneducateihcreased and the ability to duplicate a time

reader. efficient method of achieving a correct

Over centuries farriers have invented:]%cr)g:seséer\?v.tsngI(.ast.r?lsos :t(;;dss atlcl) tr?é
numerous convoluted and complexI - Y Xisting Syst "
.. vast technical knowledge available is ofter
horseshoes, complex gadgets to assist In . S .
. not helping farriers in the field.
shoeing horses and complex tools for
measuring the alignment and/or balance dih 1954, | was taught to shoe on
the horse’s hoof. One would have assume#dngorichina Station by Joe Love who was
that with the huge number of horses befor80 years old when | was 14; ‘Old Joe’ had
the age of the motor car, horses in padteen brought up in the days of bullock anc
centuries would have been perfectlyhorse teams. Even now it is very humbling @
timmed or shod. However, paintings,to realise that he had probably forgotterspgig 1: Long toes resiting in distortion of

drawings, models and statues of horses imore than | could ever learn. He taught mene coronary band.

R took me another 10 years to ponder how




because it wasn't necessary, and therought conditions as a result of diggingcoronary band, there are no flares in the
hooves of the horses that | dealt withfor water. The bulk of general horses aréhoof wall and the hoof is stress free.
regularly didn't suffer any problems. not wild horses, they are domestic horses

Why? | assumed that it was because iIn fenced and stabled areas.
always correctly balanced the hoof.

My method of trimming the hoof is part of
Instead of just working instinctively, as | the ‘HOOF-LINE’ and is as follows:

had done for all those years, from then o

| analysed and measured every horse an
every hoof that | worked on to calculate
what | was doing to end up with a correctly
balanced hoof. As a result, I pinpointedg "o 600 o4t to the hoof wall. This wil
what | now call ‘David Farmilo’s Centre of leave the sole concave. Now lightly trim

Balance’ which is a reference point on thethe frog at the point to expose its active ti
hoof behind the tip of the active frog and it g P P P

is exactly the same whether it is on aplace the ‘HOOF-LINE’ flat on the centre

thoroughbred, a Clydesdale or on a 6 Weeﬁj the hoof with arrow mark on the point of

. e frog - the centimeter graduations will
old foal. When a hoof is correctly prepared :
how the length to the tip of the toe capsul
and perfectly balanced, the measurements

) . . compared to the length at the heel in &

are equal from ‘David Farmilo’s Centre of . . %,

) A ., straight line across the heel buttresses. I '
Balance’ to the toe and from ‘David

o ) .~ the finished prepared hoof these tw
Farmilo’s Centre of Balance’ to a line . .
halves must be equal distances from Davi
across the buttress of the heel. o
Farmilo’s Centre of Balance.

lean out all dirt and loose material from
e under side of the hoof with the hoof
pick then using a good sole paring knife
remove only the dead flaky sole working

| finally took the plunge and started

. . . In most cases this first measurement wil
teaching my method of trimming along

with the measurement for 'David show that the front half is much longer than
the back half, so in this case leave the heels

Farmilo’s Centre of Balance’ to my course . .
articipants and it was a revelation to se yntouched. Using the rasp or hoof nippers, = i
P %rim the front half only to a level surface to | €stimate that in my career | have shod or

ohcve a balanced ool Tme afte gme PUIL_either barefoot or “shoe _iiting Urmmed well over 100,000 norses. Sad.
got the same comment — “But it makes it S(f)rgparatlon. A variation may be seen in thélenlate; ando ?higr?senteostzllm uonrigi;sssso
easy. Why hasn't someone thought of thi hickness of_the hoof wall capsule at the toe " ally ry.
. ) : owever this capsule should be an evefflost gait and back strain problems stem
before?” From there it was a relatively effom incorrect trimming and incorrect

‘S|mplle step 1o evolve a ruler mar'kmg by flaring of the hoof in the toe area. If theSN0€INg that should have been corrected
David Farmilo’s Centre of Balance’ to simply by correctly balancing the hoof.

! hoof capsule is already the correct thickness™ A
first show how much hoof to be removed,at the toe, there will be no flares to remove,BUt if a horse isn't trimmed and balanced
roperly barefoot, then no one has any

and whether to remove it from the heel or o leave it alone and go straight to the heel
from the toe, and then to double check that %usiness putting shoes on it. | believe that

the hoof had been correctly balanced. If the hoof capsule is not of an evenevery one who trims a horse’s hoof has a
added a hoof pick to one end of the ruler, ahickness, place the foot forward on theduty of care to balance that hoof correctly.
stud spanner to the other, then trademarkekhee or a hoof stand and by looking down . . . .
my ruler David Farmilo’s ‘HOOF-LINE’, over the pastern and coronary band to th Invite your fgedback via my wgbsne
and | also patented it; however, | do hopénoof wall shape flare will be seen at thewww.horsefarlner.com.au or email me
. . L ) directly at david@horsefarrier.com.au

and firmly believe that it will indeed still bottom of the hoof wall. Carefully rasp the
grow from here. It is so heartening to hearlare away to copy the shape of coronary
from owners who tell me that they canband at the front of the hoof only, and rasp
never look at a horse now withoutup no higher than the nail clinch area.
checking to see if its hooves are balancedVhen this is completed, check underneath
This is the way it should be for anyonethe hoof to maintain an even thickness of
who has anything to do with a horse. hoof wall capsule around the toe area. The
‘HOOF-LINE’ is then placed so that the

My teaching hoof model is a wonderful . " . . .
example of flares on the hoof and the|nd|cator aligns with the point of the frog.

resultant distortion of the coronary bandWhen the hoof wall capsule is prepared

(Photo1). The HOOF-LINE on the hoof correctly, the measurement in the front half
i will then be correct. From there, to achieve

shows the hoof is way out of balance .
because of these flares (Photo 2). Maybgm equal measurement in the back half (to

this is why the horse ended up as a modeP straight line across the buttresses of the
heel) the heels may be either left alone or

Trimming methods vary considerably. lowered accordingly. If shoes are to be
Many farriers do not clean the sole or trimfitted they must finish at the heel buttress
the frog when necessary.There is a hugé maintain this correct hoof balance.
amount of discourse on toe length. In allwhen this balanced measurement is
horses the natural hoof capsule is an eveschieved in a hoof, the front of the hoof
thickness all round. The natural hoof in itswall is parallel with the pastern angle, the
wild form is not square toed except inhoof shape is a mirror image of the

hoto 2: Unbalanced due to long toes.

thickness all round. This thickness is caus



